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GA-216 to be Revised in 2010 Edition

GA-216, Application and Finishing of Gypsum Panel
Products, has been a primary publication of the
Gypsum Association for many years. With the
passage of those years, it has become an industry
standard that spells out the proper methods and
materials for most applications of gypsum panel
products in the built environment. As a result of the
industry's reliance on GA-216, it has even become a
referenced standard in the building codes during the
last few code cycles.

Included in the document are instructions for the
proper delivery and handling of gypsum panels,
single- and multi-layer applications over both wood
and steel framing, installation of semi-solid gypsum
panel product partitions, adhesive application to a
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variety of substrates, gypsum panel product application over rigid plastic foam VISIT THE GYPSUM
insulation, exterior applications of exterior gypsum soffit board, and the finishing of ASSOCIATION
gypsum panel products. Also included are recommendations for special situations, WEBSITE AT
including floating angles, outside corners, arches, and curves. WWW.GYPSUM.ORG

In June 2009, the International Code Council launched the International green

(Continued on page 3)
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Gypsum Association Participates in Green Construction Code Resource!

Construction Code (IgCC) initiative. According to a press release announcing the

launch, "The IgCC initiative will develop the first model green construction code addressing new and existing
commercial buildings with a focus on increasing building performance. Results of the increased building
performance driven by IgCC implementation are expected to include: increased efficiency in use of energy, water,
materials and resources; improved indoor environment quality; education for building owners and facility
managers; and a reduction in overall carbon emissions."
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The IgCC is intended to be an “overlay” code, which will be used as a
framework for ensuring that commercial buildings constructed according to
other ICC codes will also be designed and constructed using materials and
techniques that minimize the impact on the environment.

Robert Wessel, PhD, Assistant Executive Director and Director of Technical
Services for the Gypsum Association, is representing the gypsum industry
as a voting member on the IgCC's Materials Working Group, which is
drafting the chapter on materials for the new code. Wessel first came to the
Association in 1984 and during his tenure he has overseen the drafting and
publication of several editions of GA-600, Fire Resistance Design Manual,
GA-216, Application and Finishing of Gypsum Panel Products, and the
entire catalogue of Association technical bulletins. Wessel also represents
the Association on several ASTM committees, including C-11, E-5, and E-6.4




Gypsum Association Posts Spanish Document on Website

The Gypsum Association has recently posted a Spanish
language version of GA-801-07, Handling and Storage of
Gypsum Panel Products: A Guide for Distributors, Retailers, And
Contractors, in PDF format on its website at
http://www.gypsum.org/pdf/GA-801-07-Spanish.pdf.

This document provides essential information for distributors,

contractors, building supply yard personnel, and home building

centers' employees for the proper handling and storage of

gypsum panel products. Topics covered in the document include

S 0ol it T I AA T A i o Characteristics of Gypsum Panel Products, Handling and
rm—— Storage, and Loading Gypsum Panel Products.
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The section titled Characteristics of Gypsum Panel Products
includes a brief description of the physical properties of gypsum
panels and a table listing the ASTM standards under which the different gypsum panel products are manufactured.
Subtopics under the Handling and Storage heading include: Safety Tips for Handling; Storage; Support Risers;
Preventing Sagging Gypsum Panels; Manual Handling; Mechanical Handling; Use of Wedges; and Stocking
Gypsum Panel Products on Job Sites. Subtopics under the Loading Gypsum Panel Products heading include:
Open Top Rail Flat Cars; Flatbed Trucks; and Guidelines for Carriers and Drivers.

Of the nearly 30 technical documents created by the Gypsum Association, GA-801 inits various forms has one of
the longest histories and was originally created to address railroad transport of gypsum board. The new Spanish
version joins the English and Canadian French versions of GA-801-07 available on the download page of the
Association website at http://www.gypsum.org/download.html.
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