
  July 2025 (Revised)  

 
 1 

  
 Guidelines and Administrative Procedures for GA Industry Statistics 
 
In addition to the quarterly production and shipment data, annualized capacity figures are 
compiled each January for the traditional ½ inch capacity (Formula 1) and the product mix 
capacity based on recent production experience (Formula 2) of Gypsum Association (GA) 
member companies. 
 
I. BACKGROUND 

The GA sponsors the collection and dissemination of gypsum production and gypsum panel 
shipment statistics on behalf of its member companies. Statistics have been gathered and 
disseminated since 1930 by a representative of the GA, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), and the 
former U.S. Bureau of Mines (USBM). Statistics for both the U.S. and Canadian members are 
included in the data. Member producers of gypsum products in the U.S. and Canada report certain 
shipment and capacity data. Participating in the statistical reporting and dissemination process is a 
major responsibility for GA member companies and is an integral part of the membership 
requirements of the GA. As defined by the GA and ASTM, gypsum panel products is “the general 
name for a family of sheet products consisting essentially of gypsum” and gypsum board is “the 
generic name for a family of sheet products consisting of a noncombustible core primarily of 
gypsum with paper surfacing.” 
 
II. PURPOSE OF STATISTICS 

The primary purpose of the statistics assembled for the gypsum industry is for use by GA 
member companies and the U.S. and Canadian governments. Each quarter, qualifying individual 
member company data are aggregated into an industry composite and a written report is 
disseminated to all GA members. Additionally, a copy of the quarterly report is sent to the U.S. 
Geological Survey by the GA’s outside confidential repository, Thomas Associates, Inc., which 
becomes a part of the U.S. government's database for gypsum products in the United States. 
Although the statistical reports are not formally disseminated by the GA beyond the GA member 
companies and the U.S. government, data is periodically provided in response to requests from the 
financial community, allied building construction interest groups, the media, and trade 
publications. Statistics are made available to non-members in accordance with guidelines and fees 
as established by the GA. The statistics also provide a profile of the gypsum industry which helps 
compare the growth of the industry over time in terms of production and capacity.   
 
III. TYPES OF STATISTICS 

Data are generated from both U.S. and Canadian manufacturer members. In the U.S., 
companies submit statistics for shipments going to each of the nine U.S. Census Bureau Regions, 
plus exports to Canadian Provinces and other countries (Other Exports).     

GA member companies also provide information on the type of gypsum panel product 
shipped to the various regions. The categories of U.S. panels are veneer base, gypsum sheathing 
board and panels, regular gypsum board/panels, type X gypsum board/panels, liner panel, 
predecorated panels, 5/16 inch mobile home board, and water- or moisture-resistant gypsum 
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board and mold-resistant and mold- and moisture-resistant board and panels. Lath is categorized 
as “regular” gypsum board. Statistics are also compiled on the production of crude gypsum, 
including domestic and imported, synthetic gypsum, and calcined gypsum. Shipments of uncalcined 
gypsum are reported for portland cement retarder, agricultural gypsum, fillers, and others. 
Shipments of building plasters is reported for regular plasters, veneer plaster, gauging plaster and 
Keene's cement, poured gypsum cement, and concrete. 

Effective January 1, 2009, the GA ceased providing aggregate data for shipments within 
Canada. Exports to the U.S. are reported based on shipments to the U.S. Census Bureau Regions: 
New England, Middle Atlantic, East North Central, and the remaining six U.S. regions. 
 
IV. CONFIDENTIALITY OF STATISTICS 

Company data relating to production or shipments are considered proprietary and are 
collected, aggregated and disseminated accordingly. To ensure the confidentiality of each member 
company's information, an independent third party collects the data from each company and 
compiles it into industry-wide statistics for the reports. A copy of each company's data is provided 
to the USGS. Aside from this agency, no one else, including the GA staff, has access to any 
individual company's statistical information. 

To ensure the total anonymity of the statistical data, the third-party confidential repository 
of the data observes the following procedures: 

1. The underlying principle in the reporting process is that numbers are never 
incorporated into published reports, which can lead to identification of a specific 
company's information. 

2. There must be at least three producers of a product to report statistics in any individual 
region as well as any other area, category, or type of gypsum product where the 
confidentiality might otherwise be breached. “NA” is used in reports where 
confidentiality might otherwise be breached. 

 
V. DEFINITIONS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES 

All gypsum panels in the U.S. and Canada are reported on a thousand square foot basis 
(MSF). Numbers reported are rounded to the nearest thousand square feet as follows: 500 or less 
shall be rounded down, and 501 or more shall be rounded up.  NO DECIMALS shall be used in any 
of the numbers. 

In determining the "shipped to" destination, each company reporting data should consider 
the site to which freight is allowed or the geographical location where ownership of the gypsum 
panel is transferred from the manufacturing company to the first customer with the following 
exceptions/clarifications. 

1. It is recognized that dock pick-ups, sales to "brokers/distributors," and exports have a 
significant impact on the destination statistics, but gathering complete data on the 
ultimate destination of products sold and shipped through these channels may not be 
practical with current tracking procedures. However, in instances of FOB plant/dock 
pick-ups when freight is not allowed but the actual destination of the panel is known by 
the reporting company or plant, the actual destination shall be used to report the 
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shipment. When products are shipped to a domestic address or broker/distributor, but 
the final destination is known to be outside the U.S. or Canada, the products shipped 
should be reported on the monthly report as “Other Exports.”  

2. In companies where distribution divisions, or wholly-owned subsidiaries, purchase 
panels from manufacturing divisions within the same company and such transactions 
are recorded as sales, the "shipped to" destination should be reported as the location of 
the distribution division(s)' place(s) of business and not the manufacturing plant where 
the products originated. 

3. Companies that own and operate distribution centers as part of their manufacturing, 
marketing, and distribution process shall use the address of the customer who 
purchases from the company through the distribution center, whenever possible, to 
determine the "shipped to" locale.  (This product tracking method will only be practical 
in the case of very large customers who buy in great quantities; otherwise, the location 
of the distribution center will be considered the final destination.) 

4. For companies having both U.S. and Canadian manufacturing facilities, products 
shipped directly from a manufacturing site in one country to a manufacturing site in the 
other country should be reported as "exports" to the receiving country. The receiving 
manufacturing plant should not include the "imported" panel (when it is reshipped to a 
customer) as part of its shipment data since doing so would result in a duplicate count 
of this panel. 

5. A gypsum panel manufacturing company that purchases/receives private labeled panels 
from another manufacturer for resale shall report the panel shipments – not the 
original manufacturer. 

6. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, whenever private labeled panels are shipped 
across an international border by a manufacturer, the manufacturer that ships the 
panels across the border must report the shipment as an export, even if it is being 
shipped to another manufacturer across the border as private labeled panel. 

7. Each company should have a management person appointed to oversee the statistical 
reporting process and to serve as a contact person to resolve questions or issues of 
concern. 

The member companies, the GA, and the confidential repository follow the administrative 
procedures detailed below.   

1. The reporting deadline of the 12th of the month, following the end of the quarter, is the 
date on which the information MUST be in the possession of the confidential repository 
for the preceding quarter. A delay by one company delays the quarterly report for all 
companies. 

2. In addition to submitting reports on time, all company reports shall be completely 
accurate when submitted. (Note: Commencing with the reporting of the second quarter 
2025 data, the submission process transitioned to a secure online portal exclusively 
managed by the confidential repository. In the months prior to the transition 
confidential repository staff provided one-on-one training to GA member company 
statistics representatives to ensure proper command of the new reporting process.)  

3. When companies submit revised data for the current reporting period, but before the 
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report has been completed, the confidential repository will incorporate the revised data 
into the current quarter’s numbers if this means an interruption in the schedule for no 
more than a day or two. 

4. If a member company discovers a needed correction of data after the quarterly industry 
shipment data is released to the member companies, the company should contact the 
confidential repository. If the correction is determined to NOT be material by the 
confidential repository, the revision will be included in the next quarter’s shipment data 
reflected in red, italicized type for that particular quarter, with an adjustment to the 
year-to-date data such that it is correct. 

5. If the needed correction is determined to be material by the confidential repository, 
revised quarterly data will be released. In its determination of materiality, the 
confidential repository considers various factors, including the following: extent of 
change in total industry shipments, changes between product categories and between 
geographic regions, and changes in shipments of non-panel products. 

6. All companies submitting revised reports or adjusted data for prior reports MUST 
specifically notify the confidential repository of the changes and describe the revised 
statistics. Companies must not make revisions in their current year-to-date quarterly 
submissions for prior quarters by adding to or subtracting from their year-to-date 
figures. 

7. When company revisions are submitted for prior quarter(s), the year-to-date 
adjustment will be made in the quarter's report in which revised numbers are 
submitted. The confidential repository will make the necessary adjustments and the 
Association will disseminate the revised report(s) as soon as possible. 

8. Companies use accounting methods that may occasionally vary slightly based on the 
time period covered by "fiscal" quarters. However, all companies report on a consistent 
quarterly period. 

9. After receipt of the finalized reports from the confidential repository, the GA distributes 
the reports on or about the 18th of the month, and to purchasers three days following. 

10. GA members agree to not disseminate data to external parties until three days after 
receipt from the GA. 

 
VI. INDUSTRY CAPACITIES 

Each January, GA member companies are asked to compute and submit their annual 
capacity of all plants that are operating, including those temporarily shut down for maintenance, 
repairs, or similar reasons in accordance with the following formula:   
 FORMULA 1 

The annual capacity of a plant is defined as the 
average yield of 1/2 inch gypsum board for a single 
eight-hour shift, based on recent production figures, 
multiplied by 950, minus average delay experience. 

This formula has been used for a number of years by the gypsum industry in order to 
provide a consistent picture of the historical pattern of production capacity. This method of 
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computation has been reviewed and reaffirmed periodically by the GA Board of Directors. This 
composite capacity figure converts all production to a ½ inch basis, whereas the industry's 
shipment (sales) figures disseminated by the GA are based on actual product types, including 
thickness. This difference in the method of defining "shipments" and "capacity" means that the two 
numbers cannot be simply compared to determine the industry's percentage of capacity utilization. 
  

At its meeting in September 2000, the Statistical Committee recommended, and the Board 
approved, the collection of a “product mix” capacity in addition to the ½ inch conversion. The 
following formula is used: 

FORMULA 2 
The annual product mix capacity of a plant is 
defined as the average square-foot yield of all 
actual gypsum board products and thickness for a 
single eight-hour shift, based on actual recent 
production percentages, multiplied by 1,000, minus 
average delay experience. 

 The Board of Directors has provided the following guidance for capacity calculations: 
(1) If a new plant, or a new board line in an existing plant, has come on line 

during the preceding 12 months, both capacities of these new facilities are to 
be computed on and projected to an annualized basis. 

(2) The “old” capacity formula that converts production to a ½ inch-basis will 
continue as before, and all companies and plants shall use the same time 
frame (i.e., number of months, weeks, or days included) as was used in their 
previous reports for the “recent production figures.” 950 shifts per year will 
continue to be part of this formula, even though the product mix capacity 
formula uses 1,000 shifts per year. (The 950 shifts per year provides historical 
consistency for the capacity numbers.) 

 
VII. EXPORTS 

The GA discontinued disseminating statistics on exports to specific countries outside the U.S. 
and Canada.   
 
VIII. LEGAL AND ANTITRUST CONSIDERATIONS 

The GA makes every conscious effort to comply with all antitrust restrictions in its statistical 
reporting process. In addition to the limitations and restrictions incorporated into the above 
procedures, the GA specifically adheres to the following: 

1. The industry aggregate non-confidential statistics are available to non-members upon 
payment of a standardized fee established by the GA.   

2. Confidentiality of the names of companies submitting data will always be preserved; 
there is no need for anyone other than the confidential repository to connect the 
names of companies with their data. 

3. Only historical, non-price industry data will be collected and disseminated. 
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