
 
 

 

LEGAL LIMITATIONS ON DISCUSSIONS AT GYPSUM ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 

 

A free exchange of ideas on maters of mutual interest to 
representa�ves of gypsum product manufacturers is necessary for the success 
of all mee�ngs. Such an exchange of views is essen�al to the successful 
opera�on of trade associa�ons, whose purpose is to enhance the industry 
they represent. The purpose of this cau�onary statement is not to discourage 
the in-depth explora�on of any maters of legi�mate concern to mee�ng 
par�cipants rela�ve to industry issues; nevertheless, to ignore certain 
an�trust ground rules, through oversight or otherwise, is to create a poten�al 
hazard that Associa�on members cannot afford. It is for these reasons that 
you are provided with the reminder that certain areas of discussion between 
or among compe�ng manufacturers must be avoided as they pose possible 
an�trust problems. 

The an�trust laws in the U.S., Canada and Mexico generally prohibit 
agreements or understandings that unreasonably restrain trade. In par�cular 
it is important to avoid discussions or exchange of informa�on rela�ng to such 
things as prices, costs of produc�on, marke�ng strategies and other 
compe��ve, company-specific informa�on that is normally treated as 
confiden�al. If there is ever any ques�on about the propriety of discussing a 
par�cular topic in a Gypsum Associa�on mee�ng, ask our atending counsel 
for advice. You should remember that communica�ons and discussion 
between compe�tors or between sellers and customers about maters which 
may be considered an�-compe��ve o�en comprise the evidence from which 
courts infer an�trust viola�ons. This cau�on applies to U.S., Canadian and 
Mexican member companies. 


